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All possible modalities of brain ischaemia, 
including ocular, as well as the full range of 
possible causes of ischaemia, not forgetting the 
heart, is covered in the text reviewed. The last 
Section covers in just 30 pages important clinical 
topics such as Epidemiology and Trials, Stroke 
Databanks and Stroke Registries. 
Overall, the book only partially satisfies, the 
stated intention of l inking basic concepts with 
clinically relevant issues, but fulfils all aims for 
investigators of brain function and pathology. It 
is clear that the book acts as a useful partner to 
the more academic texts covering Brain 
Ischaemia. 
M. Cairols 
Barcelona, Spain 
Surgery of the Deep Femoral Artery 
M. R Merlini, R. J. A. M. van Dongen and M. 
Dusmet, Springer-Verlag, Heidelberg, 1994. 182 
pages, price DM 148. 
The surgical importance of the deep femoral artery 
has long been recognised. As far as I know this book is 
the first of its kind, reviewing the anatomy, disease 
patterns and surgery of this significant artery and as 
such it is an appreciated addition to the vascular 
literature. Eleven chapters written by 18 co-authors, 13 
from U.S.A., three from Switzerland and two from the 
Netherlands are organised into five preliminary chap- 
ters (anatom~ embryolog~ clinical and laboratory 
investigations and roentgenologic aspects) and six 
final chapters. More than half of the book is devoted to 
pure surgical issues (indications for profundoplast~ 
surgical approaches and various surgical techniques 
and ways of deep femoral artery reconstruction). 
An unexpected reward was found in the chapters 
on surgical anatomy and surgical approaches to the 
deep femoral artery (including the rarely used pos= 
terior approach). Both topics are dealt with in detail, 
while existing books on vascular techniques, by 
contrast, devote merely one or two pages to these 
topics. Few would argue the benefits of profundo- 
plasty when combined with an inflow procedure, but 
as a sole procedure profundoplasty has been asso- 
ciated with mixed results. Two well known experts 
from both sides of the Atlantic shed light on the 
current controversies, in two valuable articles on the 
indications for profundoplasty (V.M. Bernhard) and 
an analysis of the various profundoplasty techniques, 
including various types of patch profundoplasty and 
the extended resectional profundoplasty (R.J.A.M. van 
Dongen). However, interesting topics such as isolated 
deep femoral artery aneurysms and trauma are 
discussed only briefly and there is some overlap 
among chapters. 
The book is well laid out on shiny paper with black 
and white illustrations (plus one coloured Duplex 
image) of variable quality. The reproduction ofarterio- 
grams is excellent. The extensive bibliography pro- 
vided at the end of each chapter will be useful and 
includes articles of historic interest as well as those 
written in 1992 and 1993. Furthermore the index is 
helpful and comprehensive. The book will be partic- 
ularly suitable for young vascular trainees and experi- 
enced vascular surgeons looking for an up-to-date 
review detailing management s rategies about the 
deep femoral artery. This slim volume can be recom- 
mended to all having an interest in the deep femoral 
artery and its role in lower limb revascularisation. 
Miltos Lazarides 
Athens, Greece 
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